
Clip Wars: Improving Video Search

Wh at  if you  cou ld  search  for  vid eo clip s  
based  on  sp ecific actors , act ion s , an d  

th em es?



Clip Wars: Improving Video Search

● Peop le recogn iz e im ages  an d  em ot ion  
m u ch  bet ter  th an  com p u ters .

● So h ow d o we u se p eop le to  im p rove 
vid eo search ?

● If we h ave p eop le id en t ify act ion s , p eop le, 
an d  th em es  in  vid eo clip s  we can  h ave a  
m u ch  m ore accu rate search  sys tem .

● Th u s  we n eed  an  in cen t ive for  p eop le to  
t ake th eir  t im e an d  label th ese clip s .

● Make it  a  gam e!
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● Have m ore th an  on e p erson  watch  th e 

sam e vid eo at  th e sam e t im e.
● Du rin g th is  t im e h ave each  of th e u sers  

wr it in g d own  eith er  a  s itu at ion , actor , or  
a  th em e.

● If th e d escr ip t ion s  th ey en ter  are 
m atch able th ey gain  p oin t s  an d  th e clip  
n ow h as  a  n ew d escr ip tor  by wh ich  to  
search .

● Ru n  a d atabase beh in d  th e gam e to  keep  
t rack of lin ks  to  clip s , keyword s , an d  u ser  
scores .
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● Ru n  th e search  
fu n ct ion ality 
th rou gh  a web 
ap p licat ion

● Ru n  th e gam e 
p or t ion  th rou gh  a  
Java Ap p let

● Steal a ll of th e 
con ten t  n eed ed  
from  Google an d  
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● Three m ain  com ponen ts

– Database
– Web App licat ion
– Java App let  

● Tools
– JSP 
– Tapest ry
– SQL Server

● Risks
– Can  Java even  hand le video?
– How m uch  bandwid th / How big are the video 

clip s?
– Can  all of th is  com e together  with in  2 

m onths?


